The Temple First Night
Virtual Haggadah

4/8/2020

Hine Ma Tov –
Hineh Ma Tov uma Na’im Shevet Achim Gam Yachad
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren (people) to dwell together in
unity” Psalm 133
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Lighting the Candles
The Seder officially begins with a physical act: lighting the candles. In Jewish
tradition, lighting candles and saying a blessing over them marks a time of
transition, from the day that is ending to the one that is beginning, from ordinary
time to sacred time. Lighting the candles is an important part of our Passover
celebration because their flickering light reminds us of the importance of keeping
the fragile flame of freedom alive in the world.
Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha'olam asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav,
v'tzivanu l'hadlik ner shel Yom Tov.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified
us with laws and commanded us to light the festival lights.
As we light the festival candles, we acknowledge that as they brighten our
Passover table, good thoughts, good words, and good deeds brighten our
days.
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Kiddush
All Jewish celebrations, from holidays to weddings, include wine as a symbol of our joy –
not to mention a practical way to increase that joy. The Seder starts with wine and then gives
us three more opportunities to refill our cup and drink.

בּורא פְּ ִרי
ֵ  ֱאלהֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עולָם,'בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה ה
. הַ ָגפֶן
 ֱאלהֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עולָם ֲאשֶׁ ר בָּ חַ ר,'בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה ה
רוממָ נוּ ִמכָּל לָשׁון וְ קִ ְדּשָׁ נוּ
ְ ְבָּ נוּ ִמכָּל ﬠָם ו
: ו ִַתּתֶּ ן לָנוּ ה' ֱאלהֵ ינוּ בְּ אַ הֲבָ ה )לשבת.בְּ ִמצְ ותָ יו
 חַ גִּ ים,שַׁ בָּ תות לִ ְמנוּחָ ה וּ( מוﬠ ֲִדים לְ ִשׂ ְמחָ ה
( ְ אֶ ת יום הַ שַׁ בָּ ת הַ זֶּה ו:וּזְמַ נִּ ים לְ שָׂ שון )לשבת
:)לשבת, אֶ ת יום חַ ג הַ מַּ צּות הַ זֶּה זְמַ ן חֵ רוּתֵ נוּ
 כִּ י.בְּ אַ הֲבָ ה( ִמקְ ָרא קדֶ שׁ ֵזכֶר לִ יצִ יאַ ת ִמצְ ָריִ ם
:)לשבת, בָ נוּ בָ חַ ְרתָּ וְ אותָ נוּ קִ דַּ ְשׁתָּ ִמכָּל הָ ַﬠ ִמּים
( בְּ אַ הֲבָ ה וּבְ ָרצון:וְ שַׁ בָּ ת( וּמוﬠֲדֵ י קָ ְדשֶׁ )לשבת
.בְּ ִשׂ ְמחָ ה וּבְ שָׂ שון הִ נְ חַ לְ תָּ נוּ
 הַ שַׁ בָּ ת וְ ( יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל: ְמקַ דֵּ שׁ )לשבת,'בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה ה
.וְ הַ ְזּמַ נִּ ים
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Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, borei pr'ri hagafen.
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, asher bachar banu mikol am v'rom'manu mikol
lashon v'kid'shanu b'mitzvotav. Vatiten lanu Adonai Eloheinu b'ahavah Shabbatot lim'nuchah u
moadim l'simchah chagim uz'manim l'sason et yom haShabbat hazeh v'et yom chag hamatzot
hazeh z'man cheiruteinu b'ahavah mikra kodesh zeicher litziat Mitzrayim. Ki vanu vacharta
v'otanu kidashta mikol haamim v'Shabbat umoadei kodsh'cah b'ahavah uv'ratzon b'simchah
uv'sason hinchaltanu.
Baruch atah Adonai, m'kadeish haShabbat v'Yisrael v'hazmanim.
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We praise God, Ruler of Everything, who creates the fruit of the vine.
We praise God, Ruler of Everything, who chose us from all peoples and languages, and
sanctified us with commandments, and lovingly gave to us special times for happiness,
holidays and this time of celebrating the Holiday of Matzah, the time of liberation, reading our
sacred stories, and remembering the Exodus from Egypt. For you chose us and sanctified us
among all peoples. And you have given us joyful holidays. We praise God, who sanctifies the
people of Israel and the holidays.

.  שֶׁ הֶ ֱחיָנוּ וְ קִ יְּ מָ נוּ וְ הִ גִּ י ָﬠנוּ ַל ְזּמַ ן הַ זֶה, ֱאלהֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עולָם,'בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה ה
Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu
Melech ha-olam, she-hechiyanu
v’key’manu

v’higiyanu

lazman

hazeh.
We praise God, Ruler of Everything,
who has kept us alive, raised us up, and
brought us to this happy moment.
Drink the first glass of wine!
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URCHATZ - Washing of the Hands
We wash our hands, omitting the blessing

Karpas
Passover, like many of our holidays, combines the celebration of an event from our Jewish
memory with a recognition of the cycles of nature. As we remember the liberation from
Egypt, we also recognize the stirrings of spring and rebirth happening in the world around
us. The symbols on our table bring together elements of both kinds of celebration.
We now take a vegetable, representing our joy at the dawning of spring after our long, cold
winter. Most families use a green vegetable, such as parsley or celery, but some families
from Eastern Europe have a tradition of using a boiled potato since greens were hard to
come by at Passover time. Whatever symbol of spring and sustenance we’re using, we now
dip it into salt water, a symbol of the tears our ancestors shed as slaves. Before we eat it, we
recite a short blessing:
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.בּוֹרא פְּ ִרי הָ ֲאדָ מָ ה
ֵ ,בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה יְ ָי ֱא הֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עוֹלָם
Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, borei p’ree ha-adama.
We praise God, Ruler of Everything, who creates the fruits of the earth.

Breaking the Matzah - Hunger

There are three pieces of matzah stacked on the table.
We now break the middle matzah into two pieces. The
host should wrap up the larger of the pieces and, at
some point between now and the end of dinner, hide it.
This piece is called the afikomen, literally "dessert."
After dinner, the guests will have to hunt for the
afikomen.
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Reader 1: Ha lachma anya—this is the bread of affliction. At the Seder we
begin as slaves. We eat matzah, the bread of affliction, which leaves us hungry
and longing for redemption. It reminds us of a time when we couldn’t control
what food was available to us, but ate what we could out of necessity.
The matzah enables us to taste slavery— to imagine what it means to be denied
our right to live free and healthy lives.
But, while we will soon enjoy a large meal and end the seder night as free people,
millions of people around the world cannot leave the affliction of hunger behind.
Let us awaken to their cries and declare:
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Kol dichfin yeitei v’yeichol—let all who are hungry, come and eat. As we sit at our Seder
and contemplate our people’s transition from slavery to freedom, let us hope for a time when all
who are hungry will eat as free people. Let us pray:

Let all people gain autonomy
over
their
sources
of
sustenance. Let local farms
flourish and local economies
strengthen.
Let exploitation of natural resources cease so that the land may
nourish its inhabitants.
Let communities bolster themselves against the destruction
wrought by flood and drought.
Let our world leaders recognize food as a basic human right
and implement policies and programs that put an end to world
hunger.
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Hashata avdei—this year we are still slaves.
Leshanah haba’ah b’nei chorin—next year we
will be free people.
This year, hunger and malnutrition are still the
greatest risks to good health around the world. Next
year, may the bread of affliction be simply a
symbol, and may all people enjoy the bread of
plenty, the bread of freedom.
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Motzi – Matzah
Take the three matzot - the broken piece between the two whole ones – and hold them in your
hand and recite the following blessing:

.בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה יְ ָי ֱא הֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עוֹלָם הַ מּוֹצִ יא לֶחֶ ם ִמן הָ אָ ֶרץ

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam,
hamotzi lechem min ha-aretz.
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the
universe, who provides sustenance from the
earth.
Before eating the matzah, put the bottom
matzah back in its place and continue,
reciting the following blessing while holding
only the top and middle piece of matzah.
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. ֲאשֶׁ ר קִ ְדּשָ נוּ בְּ ִמצְ וֹתָ יו וְ צִ וָּנוּ ַﬠל ֲאכִ ילַת מַ צָּ ה,בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה יְ ָי ֱא הֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עוֹלָם

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu al achilat
matzah.
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has taught us the way of holiness
through commandments, commanding us to eat matzah.
Break the top and middle matzot into pieces and distribute them everyone at the table to eat a
while reclining to the left.
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Maror
Dipping the bitter herb in sweet charoset
In creating a holiday about the joy of freedom, we turn the story of our bitter history into a
sweet celebration. We recognize this by dipping our bitter herbs into the sweet charoset. We
don’t totally eradicate the taste of the bitter with the taste of the sweet… but doesn’t the sweet
mean more when it’s layered over the bitterness?

. ֲאשֶׁ ר קִ ְדּשָ נוּ בְּ ִמצְ וֹתָ יו וְ צִ וָּנוּ ַﬠל אֲ כִ ילַת מָ רוֹר,בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה יְ ָי ֱא הֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עוֹלָם

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu
al achilat maror.
We praise God, Ruler of Everything, who made us holy through obligations,
commanding us to eat bitter herbs.
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Koreich - Eating a sandwich of matzah and bitter herb
When the Temple stood in Jerusalem, the biggest ritual of them all was eating the lamb
offered as the Pesach or Passover sacrifice. The great sage Hillel would put the meat in a
sandwich made of matzah, along with some of the bitter herbs. While we do not make
sacrifices any more – and, in fact, some Jews have a custom of purposely avoiding lamb
during the Seder so that it is not mistaken as a sacrifice – we honor this custom by eating a
sandwich of the remaining matzah and bitter herbs. Some people will also include charoset
in the sandwich to remind us that God’s kindness helped relieve the bitterness of slavery.
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Maggid
Pour the second glass of wine for everyone.

The Haggadah doesn’t tell the story of Passover in a linear fashion. We don’t hear of Moses
being found by the daughter of Pharaoh – actually, we don’t hear much of Moses at all. Instead,
we get an impressionistic collection of songs, images, and stories of both the Exodus from Egypt
and from Passover celebrations through the centuries. Some say that minimizing the role of
Moses keeps us focused on the miracles God performed for us. Others insist that we keep the
focus on the role that every member of the community has in bringing about positive change.

Leader: Questions are central to the Seder experience. In fact, questions are central to the
Jewish view of religion. Jewish law and thought have always allowed, even welcomed,
questions. In the process of questioning, new knowledge and new understandings emerge.
Questioning is also a sign of freedom.
Slaves don’t ask questions. To ask a question is to demonstrate one’s freedom to explore,
indeed, to question the symbols, rituals, and philosophies of the Seder experience.
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Four Questions
The formal telling of the story of Passover is framed as a discussion with lots of questions
and answers. The tradition that the youngest person asks the questions reflects the centrality
of involving everyone in the Seder. The rabbis who created the set format for the Seder gave
us the Four Questions to help break the ice in case no one had their own questions. Asking
questions is a core tradition in Jewish life. If everyone at your Seder is around the same age,
perhaps the person with the least Seder experience can ask them – or everyone can sing them
all together.
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מַ ה נִּ ְשּׁתַּ נָה הַ לַּיְ לָה הַ זֶּה ִמכָּל הַ לֵּילוֹת
Ma nishtana halaila hazeh mikol haleilot?
Why is this night different from all other nights?

!? כֻּלּוֹ מַ צָּ ה-  הַ לַּיְ לָה הַ זֶּה,שֶׁ בְּ כָל הַ לֵּילוֹת אָ נוּ אוֹכְ לִ ין חָ מֵ ץ וּמַ צָּ ה
Shebichol haleilot anu ochlin chameitz u-matzah. Halaila hazeh kulo
matzah.
On all other nights we eat both leavened bread and matzah. Tonight we only eat
matzah.

18

!? הַ לַּיְ לָה הַ זֶּה מָ רוֹר- ,שֶׁ בְּ כָל הַ לֵּילוֹת אָ נוּ אוֹכְ לִ ין ְשׁאָ ר יְ ָרקוֹת
Shebichol haleilot anu ochlin shi’ar yirakot haleila hazeh maror.
On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables, but tonight we eat bitter herbs.

!? ִמים7ָ הַ לַּיְ לָה הַ זֶּה ְשׁתֵּ י פְ ﬠ- ,שֶׁ בְּ כָל הַ לֵּילוֹת אֵ ין אָ נוּ מַ ְטבִּ ילִ ין אֲפִ ילוּ ַפּﬠַם אֶ חָ ת

Shebichol haleilot ain anu matbilin afilu pa-am echat. Halaila hazeh shtei fi-amim.
On all other nights we aren’t expected to dip our vegetables one time. Tonight we do it twice.

!? הַ לַּיְ לָה הַ זֶּה ֻכּלָּנוּ ְמסֻבִּ ין- ,יוֹשׁבִ ין וּבֵ ין ְמסֻבִּ ין
ְ שֶׁ בְּ כָל הַ לֵּילוֹת אָ נוּ אוֹכְ לִ ין בֵּ ין

Shebichol haleilot anu ochlin bein yoshvin uvein m’subin. Halaila hazeh kulanu m’subin.
On all other nights, we eat either sitting normally or reclining. Tonight, we recline.
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The Four Children
As we tell the story, we think about it from all angles. Our tradition speaks of four
different types of children who might react differently to the Passover Seder. It is our job
to make our story accessible to all the members of our community, so we think about how
we might best reach each type of child:
What does the wise child say?
The wise child asks, What are the testimonies and laws which God
commanded you?
You must teach this child the rules of observing the holiday of Passover.
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The Four Children
What does the wicked child say?
The wicked child asks, What does this service mean to you?
To you and not to himself! Because he takes himself out of the community and misses the
point, set this child’s teeth on edge and say to him: “It is because of what God did for me in
taking me out of Egypt.” Me, not him. Had that child been there, he would have been left
behind.
What does the simple child say?
The simple child asks, What is this?
To this child, answer plainly: “With a strong hand God took us out of Egypt, where we were
slaves.”
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The Four Children
What about the child who doesn’t know how to ask a question?
Help this child ask.
Start telling the story:
“It is because of what God did for me in taking me out of Egypt.”

22
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Answering Our Questions
Avadim hayinu hayinu. Ata b’nei chorin.
We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt. Now we are free.
We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and God took us from there with a strong hand and
outstretched arm. Had God not brought our ancestors out of Egypt, then even today we
and our children and our grandchildren would still be slaves. Even if we were all wise,
knowledgeable scholars and Torah experts, we would still be obligated to tell the story of
the exodus from Egypt.
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Telling our Story
Our story starts in ancient times, with Abraham, the first person to have the idea that
maybe all those little statues his contemporaries worshiped as gods were just statues.
The idea of one God, invisible and all-powerful, inspired him to leave his family and
begin a new people in Canaan, the land that would one day bear his grandson Jacob’s
adopted name, Israel.
God had made a promise to Abraham that his family would become a great nation, but
this promise came with a frightening vision of the troubles along the way: “Your
descendants will dwell for a time in a land that is not their own, and they will be
enslaved and afflicted for four hundred years; however, I will punish the nation that
enslaved them, and afterwards they shall leave with great wealth."
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Raise the glass of wine and say:
V’hi she-amda l’avoteinu v’lanu.
This promise has sustained our ancestors and us.
For not only one enemy has risen against us to annihilate us,
but in every generation there are those who rise against us.
But God saves us from those who seek to harm us.

The glass of wine is put down.
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In the years our ancestors lived in Egypt, our numbers grew, and soon the family of
Jacob became the People of Israel. Pharaoh and the leaders of Egypt grew alarmed by
this great nation growing within their borders, so they enslaved us. We were forced to
perform hard labor, perhaps even building pyramids.

The Egyptians feared that even as slaves, the Israelites might grow strong and rebel. So
Pharaoh decreed that Israelite baby boys should be drowned, to prevent the Israelites
from overthrowing those who had enslaved them.

But God heard the cries of the Israelites. And God brought us out of Egypt with a
strong hand and outstretched arm, with great awe, miraculous signs and wonders.
God brought us out not by angel or messenger, but through God’s own intervention.
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The Ten Plagues
As we rejoice at our deliverance from slavery, we acknowledge that our freedom was hardearned. We regret that our freedom came at the cost of the Egyptians’ suffering, for we are
all human beings made in the image of God. We pour out a drop of wine for each of the
plagues as we recite them.
With the recital of the Ten Plagues, each
participant removes a drop of wine from his or
her cup using a fingertip. Although this night
is one of salvation, the sages explain that one
cannot be completely joyous when some of
God's creatures had to suffer.
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1. Dam (blood)—All the water was changed to blood
2. Tzefardeyah (frogs)—An infestation of frogs sprang up in Egypt
3. Kinim (lice)—The Egyptians were afflicted by lice
4. Arov (wild animals)—An infestation of wild animals (some say flies) sprang up in Egypt
5. Dever (pestilence)—A plague killed off the Egyptian livestock
6. Sh'chin (boils)—An epidemic of boils afflicted the Egyptians
7. Barad (hail)—Hail rained from the sky
8. Arbeh (locusts)—Locusts swarmed over Egypt
9. Choshech (darkness)—Egypt was covered in darkness
10. Makkat Bechorot (killing of the first-born)—All the first-born sons of the Egyptians were
slain by God

The Egyptians needed ten plagues because after each one they were able to come up with
excuses and explanations rather than change their behavior.
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Dayeinu
The plagues and our subsequent redemption from Egypt are but one example of the care God
has shown for us in our history. Had God but done any one of these kindnesses, it would have
been enough – dayeinu.
The complete lyrics to Dayeinu tell the entire story of the Exodus from Egypt as a series of
miracles God performed for us. Dayeinu also reminds us that each of our lives is the
cumulative result of many blessings, small and large.
Dayenu
Ilu hotzianu mimitzrayim, dayeinu. dayeinu…..
Ilu natan lanu et hashabat, dayeinu dayeinu……
Ilu natan lanu et hatorah, dayeinu, dayeinu…..
Had God brought us out from Egypt, It would have been enough! Dayenu!
Had God given us the Sabbath, It would have been enough! Dayenu!
Had God given us the Torah, It would have been enough! Dayenu!
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The Passover Symbols
We have now told the story of Passover…but wait! We’re not quite done. There are still some
symbols on our seder plate we haven’t talked about yet. Rabban Gamliel would say that
whoever didn’t explain the shank bone, matzah, and marror (or bitter herbs) hasn’t done
Passover justice.

The shank bone represents the Pesach, the special lamb sacrifice made in the days of the
Temple for the Passover holiday. It is called the pesach, from the Hebrew word meaning “to
pass over,” because God passed over the houses of our ancestors in Egypt when visiting
plagues upon our oppressors.
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The Passover Symbols

The matzah reminds us that when our ancestors were finally free to leave Egypt, there was no
time to pack or prepare. Our ancestors grabbed whatever dough was made and set out on their
journey, letting their dough bake into matzah as they fled.

The bitter herbs provide a visceral reminder of the bitterness of slavery, the life of hard
labor our ancestors experienced in Egypt.
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,בְּ כָל דּור וָדור חַ יָב אָ דָ ם לִ ְראות אֶ ת ﬠַצְ מו כְּ ִאלוּ הוּא יֶצָ א ִמ ִמּצְ רים
B’chol dor vador chayav adam lirot et-atzmo, k’ilu hu yatzav mimitzrayim.

In every generation, everyone is obligated to see themselves as though they personally left
Egypt.
The Seder reminds us that it was not only our ancestors whom God redeemed; God redeemed us
too along with them. That’s why the Torah says “God brought us out from there in order to lead
us to and give us the land promised to our ancestors.”

We praise God, Ruler of Everything, who redeemed us and our ancestors from Egypt,
enabling us to reach this night and eat matzah and bitter herbs. May we continue to reach
future holidays in peace and happiness.
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In the Bible, Elijah was a fierce defender of God to a
disbelieving people. At the end of his life, rather than
dying, he was whisked away to heaven. Tradition
holds that he will return in advance of messianic
days to herald a new era of peace, so we set a place
for Elijah at many joyous, hopeful Jewish occasions,
such as a baby’s bris and the Passover Seder.

אֵ לִ יָּהוּ הַ נָּבִ יא
אֵ לִ יָּהוּ הַ ִתּ ְשׁבִּ י
אֵ לִ יָּהוּ הַ גִּ לְ ָﬠ ִדי
בִּ ְמהֵ ָרה יָבוֹא אֵ לֵינוּ
.ﬠִ ם מָ ִשׁיחַ בֶּ ן דָּ וִ ד
Eliyahu hanavi Eliyahu hatishbi Eliyahu, Eliyahu, Eliyahu hagiladi Bimheirah b’yameinu,
yavo eileinu Im mashiach ben-David, Im mashiach ben-David
Elijah the prophet, the returning, the man of Gilad: return to us
speedily, in our days with the messiah, son of David.
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לְ שָׁ נָה הַ בָּ אָ ה בִּ ירוּשָ לָיִ ם
L’shana haba-ah
biy’rushalayim
NEXT YEAR IN
JERUSALEM!

. בּורא פְּ ִרי הַ ָגפֶן
ֵ  ֱאלהֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עולָם,'בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה ה
Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, borei p’ree
hagafen. We praise God, Ruler of Everything, who creates the
fruit of the vine.

Drink the second glass of wine!
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Rachtzah
As we now transition from the formal telling of the Passover story to the celebratory meal,
we once again wash our hands to prepare ourselves. In Judaism, a good meal together with
friends and family is itself a sacred act, so we prepare for it just as we prepared for our
holiday ritual, recalling the way ancient priests once prepared for service in the Temple.

After you have poured the water over your hands, recite this short blessing.

.  ֲאשֶׁ ר קִ ְדשָׁ נוּ בְּ ִמצְ ותָ יו וְ צִ וָּנוּ ַﬠל נְ ִטילַת יָדַ יִ ם, ֱאלהֵ ינוּ מֶ ֶל הָ עולָם,'בָּ רוּ אַ תָּ ה ה
Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu
al n’tilat yadayim.
We praise God, Ruler of Everything, who made us holy through obligations, commanding us
to wash our hands.
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Oseh Shalom
O-SEH SHA-LOM BI-M’RO-MAV, HU YA-A-SEH SHA-LOM A-LEI-NU V’AL KOL
YIS-RA-EIL V’I-ME-RU, A-MEIN.

עוֹשֶׂ ה שָׁ לוֹם בִּ ְמרוֹמָ יו הוּא ַיﬠֲשֶׂ ה שָׁ לוֹם ָﬠלֵינוּ וְ ַﬠל כָּל יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל וְ ִא ְמרוּ אָ מֵ ן
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