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at The Temple

FULL DETAILS ON PAGE 7

SERVICES LIVE STREAMED AT
THETEMPLELOUKY.ORG/STREAMING
Erev Shabbat Services - Every Friday Night at 7:00 pm
Shabbat Morning Services - Every Saturday Morning at 10:30 am
Adult Education (Contact Rabbi David at rabbidaj@gmail.com for details)
Advanced Hebrew with Rabbi Rapport - Every Monday at 6:00 pm
Basic Judaism with Rabbi Rapport - Every Monday at 7:00 pm
Temple Scholars - Every Wednesday at 9:30 am (Rabbi David) & 10:45 am (Rabbi Rapport)
Saturday Morning Torah Study with Rabbi David - Every Saturday at 9:00 am
Religious School (Contact Sarah at sarah@thetemplelouky.org for details)
Religious School on Zoom - Every Sunday at 9:30 am

SHAVUOT - THETEMPLELOUKY.ORG/SHAVUOT
Erev Shavuot Services, May 28 - on YouTube at 7:00 pm
Tikkun Leil Shavuot, May 28 - on Zoom at 8:00 pm with Asaf Angermann,
JHFE Professor of Jewish Philosophy at UofL
Tikkun Leil Shavuot, May 28 - on Zoom at 9:00 pm with Rabbi David
Shavuot Morning Services, May 29 - on YouTube at 10:30 am

SPECIAL MAY EVENTS
Yom HaShoah Shabbat, May 1 | thetemplelouky.org/streaming
Special Guest Scholar, Rabbi Michael Marmur, May 3 | on Zoom at 1:00 pm
Mother’s Day Shabbat, May 8 | thetemplelouky.org/streaming
Take-Home Blue Jean Family Shabbat Service, May 15 | thetemplelouky.org/streaming
WRJ Book Club, May 22 | on Zoom at 10:00 am (contact susan.waterman1@gmail.com)
For up to date information, please visit our website at thetemplelouky.org/virtual/

RABBI’S COLUMN

Sacred moments, shared on flickering screens,
transmitted by ribbons of light, streaming into
our hearts and our homes – such is the world of
religious life in a time of “social distancing.” It
is a strange new world in certain ways. The
mixing of tradition and technology has always
been a careful balance to maintain. Pre-recorded
services, distance learning, voice and video
phone calls, all these have inhabited our lives in the days before COVID-19
called us to stand together by keeping apart. But somehow, now that these
distant connections are our connections with one another, the nature of the
medium has changed, its powers and limitations have been laid bare, and we
find ourselves wading across the waters of the digital divide, liverachah v’lo
l’klalah, for blessing and not for curse.
The blessings have outshined the losses in many ways. The very ability to
bridge the gap of our isolation from one another through streaming Sabbath
Services, Seder meals, and studying Torah together via Zoom, have taught us
to find precious again our Jewish life and Jewish learning and the support of
Jewish community even more. Celebrating sacred moments together under
duress, we have learned again how sacred such moments of connection can be.
We have needed to learn that some things may better be postponed until a time
when we can properly share them with family and friends: life cycle events
like weddings, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation, and sadly at times even
the memorials for those we have lost. Some sacred moments may come later
than they were meant to come, but in time they will come, and we will share
them together in their own good time.
It is not the same, but there are yet blessings: the ability to reach out and
engage so many more people, by bringing Jewish living into our homes, by
supporting one another with compassionate care, and by being for one another
a family and a community of support.
May we be the bearers of light, even in this journey through a
darkened age, for blessing and not for curse. Amen.

Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Though time seems to move slowly at the moment, Temple volunteers have
found ways to fill up their days. Fellow congregants have been making phone
calls to members to see if they need groceries or prescriptions picked up,
organizing “postal visits” by sending cards, notes, and drawings to residents
in nursing facilities who usually receive in-person visits, staffing the drive-thru
line so members could pick up their Seder meals, and much more.
“We want people to be healthy and safe and know that they still have a
community here at the Temple, that we are here for you, we care about you,
and we are thinking about you even if we can’t be there in person with you
right now,” says Board member and volunteer phone tree organizer Corey
Buckman.
Here’s how to receive help and how to volunteer to help:
1. Visit www.thetemplelouky.org/help
2. Leave a message at the Temple office at (502) 423-1818
3. Call Corey directly at (859) 619-1353

5101 US-42
LOUISVILLE, KY 40241
502.423.1818
www.thetemplelouky.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The mission of The Temple is to:

There have been a lot of proud moments since I
became President of our congregation last July.
However, I have never been prouder than I am
now of the amazing work The Temple is doing
to be a beacon of hope and connectivity in this
unprecedented time. While the world shutters, The
Temple is doubling down on our efforts to reach
out to our community.

• Be a center for Reform Judaism in
Louisville, Kentucky;
• Provide spiritual guidance and
strength through the practice of
Judaism;
• Emphasize the ideals and
objectives of Reform Judaism
through worship, education,
congregational programming,
social justice, and our community
relationships;
• And promote the perpetuation of
our Jewish heritage.
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Administration
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Lexie Beauchamp, Administrative Assistant
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Education Center
Alison Roemer, Director
Andrea Melendez, Assistant Director
Gina Koestel, Administrative Assistant

Music Director
Dr. Louie Bailey

Building Management
Terry Campbell
Cliff Hobbs

We have “gone virtual” in every sense, from our services to Adult
Education to Religious School. No better example can be given than our
recent Passover Seders, which were done online via Zoom and reached
hundreds of our congregants. I received accolades from many of you, and
the most heartfelt consisted of the recognition that families were able to
use these virtual seders as chances to stay connected to their traditions,
heritage, and loved ones. While families and friends weren’t necessarily
able to sit at the seder table in person, they were able to join in the
beautiful services run by our Rabbis, Confirmation students, young adult
leaders, and Jennifer Diamond. These efforts to connect will not stop after
this crisis is over, but they are magnified today. The Temple has always
been and can always be one of your major outlets to connect to your
Jewish identity, community, and family.
Reed B. Weinberg, President

NEW STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Hi! My name is Ashley Matanich, and I’m so
excited to have joined the team here at The Temple
as the new Member Relations Coordinator. It’s
been an interesting time to make such a big life
change into a new job, but to say everyone has
been so kind and welcoming to me would be an
understatement. It’s made for a very fun transition,
and I can’t wait to get to know even more of you.
Here is a little bit about me. I moved to Louisville from Portland,
Oregon when I was 10 and have been here ever since. I graduated from
the University of Louisville in 2005 and joined a financial firm where I
worked for over 14 years. I loved my time there, but I was ready for a
new adventure. A good friend and member let me know about the opening
here, and I guess you could say the rest is history. I have been married to
my husband Roger for 14 years, and we have two kids, Katelyn (10) and
Braxton (5).
I love spending as much time with my family as I can, traveling, and
really enjoy cooking and baking. I’m so thrilled to be here, and if there’s
anything I can ever do to help make your experience here even better than
it already is, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.

STAY ACTIVE

SISTERHOOD | Women of Reform Judaism
WRJ hopes that you sent Mother’s Day cards to the important women in your life or that you
memorialized those who are no longer with us. The funds raised from this project enable WRJ to
further our work within The Temple and in the Louisville community. Thank you so much to those
of you who participated, and Happy Mother’s Day to everyone. Watch this space for the Mother’s
Day honorees.
Because of our current new normal, we will probably need to postpone our planned Gilda’s Club
event in May. We cook and serve a meal to a Gilda’s Club support group at the Club. We will reschedule when we are
safe to gather in groups again.
Our closing meeting, originally scheduled for Sunday, May 17, will be pushed out a bit to Wednesday, June 3, so we
have time to tailor our program to the new normal and technology required. We’ve got something fun and special planned
(think Joan Nathan or Julia Child), and we’ll take care of our necessary closing meeting business as well.
Stay well and be safe,
Karen Waldman and Sarah Harlan, Co-Presidents

BROTHERHOOD
New normal. What is this? Is everything I am used to now changed? This is like discussing the
date of the High Holy Days. Oy, they are early this year or oy, they are late this year. We are so
fortunate to have very wise rabbis who tell me that the High Holy Days always come at the right
time every year.
Is the perception of being early or being late not accurate? Bingo! BC (Before Coronavirus) may
not have been normal and perhaps now, after taking a corrective pause, everything will be exactly
the way it should. For example, the air in Los Angeles is cleaner and the canal water in Venice,
Italy is now clearer. Are we going back to the way things should be?
Several months ago I was asked to speak at my industrial trade convention’s annual meeting in Las Vegas (since canceled)
on the topic of pivots. I was to discuss full pivots, partial pivots, planned pivots, and unplanned pivots (such as market
crashes or being fired). All of these pivots involve some sort of change. To relate this to The Temple, we experienced a
partial pivot and now enjoy Shabbat via YouTube and Torah Study via Zoom.
Wonder of wonders, more people are now enjoying Shabbat and sharing our capabilities with friends and relatives around
the world.
We may return to attending Shabbat services and other events such as Torah Study, Monday Morning Minyan, Sunday
Movies, B’nei Mitzvah, and Temple Scholars with a twist. Maybe we won’t sit shoulder to shoulder, shake hands, kiss or
hug, but we can still gather virtually.
As Jews, we love to remember the past. Looking forward, it should give us comfort that The Temple, The Brotherhood,
and WRJ will be here for us.

B’Shalom,
Michael Friedman, Brotherhood President
Vera and her dolls watching Shabbat services
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CHESTER B. DIAMOND RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Here at The Temple Religious School we’re all about ruach and adaptability. No virus is going to break our spirit, and
we’ll make sure we’re staying connected and keep on learning together, even if it’s via our computer screens.
We started delivering more class specific lessons at the beginning of April. Our plan is to keep this up so none of us gets
rusty with our Hebrew skills or loses any Judaic knowledge critical mass.
Curricular, schedule, and Zoom details will be emailed to you by the Friday before each Sunday’s lessons. We’ll also send
a Remind text notification, so if you haven’t signed up yet, please do so right now by texting @templers to 81010.
We realize that next school year seems like another world away, but we’ll be gearing up for online registration for another
year of engaged, meaningful, best-in-class Jewish learning soon. Keep your eyes on your inbox.
We’ll get through this together and we’ll be even stronger for it!
B’shalom and be well,
Sarah Harlan, Principal
Lexie Beauchamp,
Administrative Assistant

Religious School Cooking with Sarah

Religious School Zoom Session

THE TEMPLE TRAGER ECEC
After almost 13 years at The Temple Trager ECEC Preschool, I have decided that this will be my last year as Director. I
have loved getting to know so many amazing families and adorable children, and feel blessed to have worked with the most
dedicated staff. The Temple has been a wonderful home to me, and I will continue to support The Temple and the
preschool as this transition occurs. I want to thank The Temple Rabbis, Executive Director, and Board for their love and
guidance over the past 13 years. I have felt a great deal of support from both the Board and staff at The Temple and will
miss coming to work here every day. I will continue to be an active Temple member.
Ms. Gina, the Administrative Assistant at the ECEC has decided to retire after 27 years. We are so appreciative of Ms.
Gina’s loyalty to The Temple and look forward to celebrating her retirement in the near future.
The preschool is blessed to have Andrea Melendez, current Assistant Director, who has agreed to take over as Director at
the end of the school year. I know the preschool family will continue to feel the tremendous amount of love and support
that she brings each day. Twila Massey, current After School Coordinator will take over as the new Assistant Director, and
Tara Work, the current Bunny Class teacher, will take over as the Administrative Assistant.
Thank you to the entire Temple community for welcoming me back 13 years ago and making this my second home. While
this is not exactly how I pictured finishing my tenure at The Temple, I knew it would be a bittersweet goodbye.
Alison Roemer, Director of Education

ECEC Sings Bim Bam
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CHAVURAT SHALOM
While we’re all protecting ourselves, our family and friends, and the broader Louisville community, Chavurat Shalom
will not be meeting in person. Please know that we’re missing you terribly and can’t wait until we can gather together
again in person.
We’re investigating bringing some programming to you virtually, and we’ll keep you posted on our progress. Until
then, please continue to keep yourselves safe and healthy, and don’t hesitate to reach out to Sarah at 502-212-2038 or
sarahharlan86@gmail.com if you need anything.
Be well,
Sarah Harlan

“THE CREATION AND SINAI WINDOWS”
Stained Glass Windows
Heideman Auditorium and Main Sanctuary:

Window One – Creation
At the center is the double Hebrew letter Yud,
representing the name of God and demonstrating
that God is at the heart of creation.
The dominating figure is the sun. In the upper left-hand corner is the moon. The dark blue between the two is the
darkness that came before light (Genesis 1:2), and the heavens sprinkled with white represent the stars.
Window Two – Sinai

The first arc on the left of the window is the
continuation of the sun. The letter Shin represents
Shaddai, or God Almighty.

The arms of the Shin in white and grey glass soar
heavenward, symbolizing the ascent of Moses at Sinai.
The green on the right is the beginning of the verdant growth on the mountains in the third window, Renewal.
Rabbi Chester B. Diamond

SIX-WORD MEMOIRS AND MORE
In the last Temple Bulletin, we asked you to submit six word memoirs of how you are coping with the new physical
distancing from those outside your household. You are a creative congregation, and we received some excellent
submissions. Please continue to share your memoirs to susan.waterman1@gmail.com, and also share how you are
spending your time.
● “Isolated with love of my life.” Sharon and Keiley Caster
● “Forced Family Fun, making memories together.” Alison Roemer
● “Adored granddaughter’s birth brightens stressful times.” Susan Waterman
● “Somehow, I became a Professional Jew.” Benji Berlow
● “Cute, Crying, Changing, Cuddling, Crib, Crawling.” New Parent
● “Waiting. WAITING. Waiting! waiting. Waiting. Waiting.” Amy Benovitz
Talented Temple member Paola Moretta Gallagher wants to share her beautiful new song about these days of
quarantine, available at this link thetemplelouky.org/song/.
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YOM HASHOAH HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, May 1 | 7:00 pm | Streaming Link: thetemplelouky.org/streaming/
Please join The Temple for a special Yom HaShoah Holocaust Memorial Shabbat as our Grade 6 class leads the service.

AMERICAN JEWISH THINKERS IN EXTRAORDINARY TIMES
Sunday, May 3 | 1:00 pm via Zoom
Rabbi Michael Marmur, currently Associate Professor of Jewish Theology at HUC’s Campus in Jerusalem
and the former Provost of HUC, will teach at The Temple on Sunday, May 3, at 1:00 pm. Dr. Marmur is a
leading teacher and scholar in the Jewish Reform world: http://huc.edu/directory/michael-marmur. For the
Zoom login information, please contact Rabbi David at rabbidaj@gmail.com.

MOTHER’S DAY SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, May 8 | 7:00 pm | Streaming Link: thetemplelouky.org/streaming/
The Temple will have a special Mother’s Day Shabbat as we honor all of the mothers in our community.

WRJ/SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB
Friday, May 22 | 10:00 am via Zoom
We hope you can join The WRJ/Sisterhood Book Club on Friday, May 22, at 10:00 am on Zoom to
discuss The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes. Amazon writes: “Inspired by true events, Kelli
Estes’s brilliant and atmospheric novel serves as a poignant tale of two women determined to do the
right thing, and the power of our own stories. The smallest items can hold centuries of secrets.”
Everyone is welcome to attend. For the Zoom login information, please contact Susan Waterman at
susan.waterman1@gmail.com.
On June 26, we will discuss This Is How It Always Is: A Novel by Laurie Frankel.

SHAVUOT AT THE TEMPLE
Shavuot is traditionally considered to be the anniversary of the Giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. We read the Ten
Commandments and share beautiful music on the theme of Torah.
Services on thetemplelouky.org/streaming/
● Erev Shavuot Services, May 28 - on YouTube at 7:00 pm
● Shavuot Morning Services, May 29 - on YouTube at 10:30 am
Tikkun Leil Shavuot on Zoom (email rabbidaj@gmail.com for Zoom info)
Tikkun Leil Shavuot is the custom of staying up the entire night of Shavuot studying with the community in order
to re-experience standing at Sinai. Here at The Temple, we have created the tradition of studying after the service.
Thursday, May 28
● 8:00 pm with Asaf Angermann, JHFE Professor of Jewish Philosophy at UofL
● 9:00 pm with Rabbi David, Senior Rabbi at The Temple
Confirmation will be held in August this year.
MAY 2020
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Take Home

BLUE JEAN FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, May 15

Tot Shabbat 6:45 pm | Family Shabbat 7:00 pm
Join us for The Temple’s first Take-Home Blue Jean Shabbat.
Your take-home picnic-style dinner is:
Adults: $10 per meal if ordered by May 8; after May 8, it’s $15
Children 12 & under: $4 per meal
All dinner orders must be placed by Wednesday, May 13, at noon.
No exceptions. RSVP at thetemplelouky.org/blue-jean/
Join Rabbi Rapport virtually for Tot Shabbat at 6:45 pm
and then enjoy our casual, upbeat service streamed at 7:00 pm led by Rabbi David.
Dinner pick-up instructions and streaming information will be shared with your RSVP.

