Independence
day shabbat
at The Temple

FULL DETAILS ON PAGE 10

July 3 | 7:00 pm

SERVICES LIVE STREAMED AT THETEMPLELOUKY.ORG/STREAMING
Erev Shabbat Services | Every Friday Night at 7:00 pm
Shabbat Morning Services | Every Saturday Morning at 10:30 am
ADULT EDUCATION (Contact Rabbi David at rabbidaj@gmail.com for details)
Advanced Hebrew with Rabbi Rapport | Every Monday at 6:00 pm
Basic Judaism with Rabbi Rapport | Every Monday at 7:00 pm
Temple Scholars | Every Wednesday at 9:30 am (Rabbi David) & 10:45 am (Rabbi Rapport)
Saturday Morning Torah Study with Rabbi David | Every Saturday at 9:00 am
PRACTICAL HEBREW & WINDOWS INTO ISRAELI SOCIETY (More info on page 10)
Practical Hebrew | Every Tuesday on Zoom at 5:00 pm
Windows into Israeli Society | Every Tuesday on Zoom at 6:30 pm
Jewish vs. Israeli (Short Film) | July 7
Check Points (Short Film) | July 14
Her Story in Song (Music) | July 21
My Heart is in the East (History) | July 28
OTHER EVENTS
Independence Day Shabbat, Take-Home Dinner, & Tot Shabbat | July 3
WRJ Book Club | July 24 on Zoom at 10:00 am (contact Susan at susan.waterman1@gmail.com)
For up to date information, please visit our website at thetemplelouky.org/virtual/

RABBI’S COLUMN
I am writing these words in June
And praying that by the time you read them in July
They will feel old and out of date…
But I know they will not,
They should not, they cannot,
For the sake of justice, for the sake of peace.

5101 US-42
LOUISVILLE, KY 40241
502.423.1818
www.thetemplelouky.org
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Mission
Statement
The Temple

The mission of The Temple is to:
• Be a center for Reform Judaism in
Louisville, Kentucky;
• Provide spiritual guidance and
strength through the practice of
Judaism;
• Emphasize the ideals and
objectives of Reform Judaism
through worship, education,
congregational programming,
social justice, and our community
relationships;
• And promote the perpetuation of
our Jewish heritage.

Rabbis
Joe Rooks Rapport
David Ariel-Joel
Chester B. Diamond, Emeritus
Gaylia R. Rooks, Emerita

Administration
Craig Goldstein, Executive Director
Becky King
Benji Berlow
Ashley Matanich

The Temple Religious School
Sarah Harlan, Principal
Lexie Beauchamp, Administrative Assistant

Temple Trager Early Childhood
Education Center
Andrea Melendez, Director
Twila Massey, Assistant Director
Tara Work, Administrative Assistant

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By now you have received communication from
our congregation on our reopening strategy. As
you have all witnessed, various aspects of our
economy and society have begun the process of
“opening doors” to others. At The Temple, it is our
goal to be cautious and thoughtful in our approach.
Purely for health and wellness reasons, we have
not been in a hurry to bring our congregants back into the building. It
has been our goal to use this time to create a well-thought-out plan,
observe what is happening at other religious institutions, and also heed
the advice of government authorities.
The fact that The Temple has been a national leader in connecting
to our congregants online via streaming with all of our services and
programming has permitted us to be patient. That said, we fully
understand the power of in person prayer and connectivity at our
synagogue. We are setting a path forward toward reopening our doors,
so we can accommodate congregants at services, classes, and at everimportant lifecycle events (i.e. B’nei Mitzvah).
This plan will be fluid and open to change. The unpredictable nature of
where COVID-19 is headed, as well as adjustments made to government
regulations in our state, demand this mindset. Our plan is to work within
the guidelines that are set but also tweak where necessary to fit within
our model as a Jewish religious institution. It is important to stress that
even though a set of regulations may be established for large gatherings
and religious institutions, there are certain intricacies of Jewish religious
services that require specialized treatment. For example, we are even
drilling down details such as how the Torah is handled.
I believe that you will find over the summer that our reopening plan will
become more clear as we shape best practices. The world will be much
different into the fall and winter, and our synagogue will be operating on
a different level. However, our mission remains the same, and we will
come out of this crisis stronger than ever before.
Reed B. Weinberg, President

Music Director
Dr. Louie Bailey

Building Management
Terry Campbell
Gene Doyle
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
As we approach the midpoint of 2020, I can’t help but reflect on all the sad events that have
transpired so far this year. For me personally, the untimely deaths of Kobe and Gianna Bryant
were just the first of many tragedies. Next COVID-19 turned our world upside down in more
ways than any of us want to rehash. Next came the murder of George Floyd and the protests that
followed. We witnessed thousands of passionate people, from all walks of life, taking to the streets
to make their voices heard about racial inequality. A 2020 turning point, perhaps.
My hope is that the events of June will be a catalyst for good things to come in the second half of
2020. I hope that the sadness and disappointments of the past six months will be overshadowed by a bright future, one
with positive changes that help us beat COVID-19 and further the goal of achieving equality for all. Our glass is half full,
and with enough positive energy we can successfully begin to conquer the year’s challenges. As Governor Beshear likes
to say, we will get through this together.
As we continue to navigate the unpredictable events of 2020, The Temple stays focused on engaging our members to
keep all of you connected spiritually, educationally, and socially. Our priority is safety for our members, and as our
nation begins to open up, The Temple will also begin to have these conversations.
Our reopening strategy for the next few months is still a work in progress. We’re crafting a plan for Bar and Bat Mitzvah
celebrations and other life cycle events. While our High Holy Days will have to be streamed, we’re discussing a social
distancing plan for Friday night and Saturday morning services. Sadly, our much-loved Oneg following services will not
be part of this plan. Rest assured, once we reach the point of a limited reopening, we will continue to leverage technology
and offer a hybrid model that includes streaming, zooming, and a limited number of members in the building.
Lastly, I would like to thank the Brotherhood for the streaming equipment that has made The Temple going virtual so
easy. And a thanks to both the Brotherhood and Sisterhood for their generosity for the High Holy Day prayer book that
we are creating for our membership.
We will keep everyone updated on our plans but for now, I wish you safety, health, and positive changes for the
remainder of 2020.
Craig Goldstein, Executive Director

??

Did you know that Temple volunteers give over 1,300 hours of their time to the
Louisville community at large?

?

Some events, such as collecting for a local food pantry, the annual coat drive, and
assembling items of need for foster care children and families, can have over 100 Temple
members participating in each event, supporting these wonderful causes.

Thank you to all our volunteers committed to helping make our Louisville
community a better place.
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CHESTER B. DIAMOND RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
We hope everyone is enjoying a relaxing summer. We are so grateful to everyone who pitched in, showed up, baked,
bought, and volunteered in any way during the year to help make The Temple Religious School the most ruach filled
school in town.
We’re especially thankful to everyone who stayed connected to us and their Religious School friends as we extended our
school year with 11 sessions of Religious School via Zoom. We’re in the throes of planning for all COVID-preparedness
teaching scenarios; rest assured that our highest priority is your children’s health and well-being. Your Temple Religious
School is poised and ready to deliver another engaging, meaningful, relevant, fun year of learning for our students.
The 2020-2021 school year will be starting before you know it, and registrations for next year are due now. Great news: all
registration is online at thetemplelouky.org/rs-registration/ so you can complete the process in about 15 minutes and
continue enjoying your summer. Please call the Religious School Office at 502-212-2038 if you need additional
information.
Important Dates for Religious School:
• Blue Jean and Tot Shabbat Dinner (possibly take home) and Service: Friday, August 28, 2020
• First day of Religious School: Sunday, August 30, 2020
• First day of Weekday Hebrew School: Wednesday, September 2, 2020
We can’t emphasize this enough: Please sign up for our text reminder system by texting @templers to 81010 so you stay in
the loop with important updates. We will use this method to communicate all cancellations, reminders, and other “breaking
news.”
We hope everyone is having a great summer, and we look forward to when we’ll see you at The Temple again.
Sarah Harlan, Principal | Lexie Beauchamp, Administrative Assistant

THE TEMPLE TRAGER ECEC
Temple Trager ECEC staff have been busy reaching out to Temple members recently. You may have seen one of our
teachers when they came to deliver a Shabbat bag for you and your family, or talked to a teacher when they called to
check in and make sure you are doing well. Our teachers have been cleaning, sanitizing, instituting new policies and
plans for reopening, and getting ready to welcome all of our friends back for the new school year in August.
We hope that all of The Temple families and friends are remaining healthy and well.
Andrea Melendez, Director of Education

HIGH SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES
Want to make sure you stay connected to your Jewish friends from The Temple, expand your Jewish knowledge base,
get to keep learning with Rabbi Rapport and other great teachers, prepare for Confirmation, and have a great time in the
process? Well, look no further than the High School of Jewish Studies. You’ll get to explore everything from American
Jewish History, Kabbalah, Jews and Science Fiction, Jewish Super Heroes, Torah Yoga, and more as we gather (either in
person or via Zoom) approximately twice a month on Sunday afternoons from 3:30-5:30 pm. We also plan an annual trip
(pandemic permitting) to a major city with museums and other sites to broaden our Jewish worldview. Religious School
Assistants: registering for HSJS is both a perk and a requirement. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity.
You know you want to join us. Register today at www.louisvillehsjs.org/register/.
Questions? Contact Sarah Harlan at 502-767-2071 or hsjssarah@gmail.com.
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BROTHERHOOD
Happy Fourth of July. This is a great day in America to celebrate our independence and freedom.
The framers of our Constitution actually meant this day was for white men who owned property
and could swear on a Bible. Over time, American citizens became more inclusive, as long as you
were able to work and not be a person of color and/or LGBTQ.
I grew up in Central Pennsylvania. It was only when I went to ninth grade that there was one
black girl in my class. There were no Hispanics or Asians and no Native Americans. Out of 302
students, there were only 14 Jews and no Muslims or Hindus. The local Chinese restaurant was
owned by Herman Klingmeier, who my father called “Herman the German.” He had many items
on the menu, but I think it all came out of the same can. This was my isolated, sheltered sphere of American life.
Off to college I went, where I was exposed to a greater spectrum of the American and international culture. I wanted to
pledge a fraternity, but I was told that Jews don’t join SAE. Concerned, I spoke with the fraternity adviser. I joined and
discovered a nice group of fellows. There was one instance where a friend and I were riding bicycles through campus and
we stopped to drink from the water fountains. He drank from the one on the right and I drank from the one on the left.
He pointed out that I drank from the black one. What? I didn’t understand. He told me that although the sign was down,
everyone knew to drink from the right one. I thought that was very strange, and I made a point from then on to drink from
the one on the left.
Am I missing something? I wasn’t taught to be accepting. I wasn’t told to be tolerant. It just seemed to be the right
thing. Is it possible that we make every day a day of independence and look at the world as one and treat everyone
equally? When you say the Sh’ma to yourself tonight, emphasize the last words, “God is One” and believe the world is
one as well. Emet (Truth).
B’shalom,
Michael Friedman, Brotherhood President

SISTERHOOD | Women of Reform Judaism
We know that most of us are getting a bit weary of staying home, wearing masks, and socially
(physically) distancing. Rest assured that Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) is still here meeting and
planning programming.
On June 3 we had our closing meeting, which was a short business meeting followed by a baking
demonstration event from Sarah Harlan’s kitchen. Our participants baked in their own kitchens,
following Sarah’s instructions. We made a recipe called Hello Dollies which can be found in our
Chavurat Shalom/Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood) cookbook. Sarah also offered a similar, alternate recipe
without coconut. Watch for a WRJ sponsored cooking series later in 2020.
Please stay tuned for an owner/pets virtual event this summer which will be led by Jennifer Sinski, who is an owner of
Competitive Edge Agility and Dog Sports. We are checking The Temple calendar for an available Sunday date.
The family of Carol Leibson, a long time dedicated WRJ/Sisterhood member, designated The Temple Women of
Reform Judaism to receive donations in her memory. We have received a substantial amount of money. We will be
working with The Temple to purchase a permanent item in Carol’s memory.
Lastly, the WRJ Gift Shop purchased several extra 2020 Mah Jongg cards. If you need one, please call Sheila Lynch at
502-896-9736.
B’shalom,
Sarah Harlan & Karen Waldman, Co-Presidents
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“LIVING JEWISH PRINCIPLES”
For Walter Segal, his Jewish faith was not merely an accident of birth, but a
choice that he made every day of his life. He was a man who was wholesome,
good natured, and kindhearted. I knew him for nearly four decades and found
him to be one of the most essentially decent human beings I have ever met,
always willing to lend a hand, reaching out to make those in need more secure. Working with the Jewish Family Service
Agency and with fellow congregants at The Temple, he helped to resettle many new Americans providing them with all
the necessities for living, as well as helping them to find work.
There were dozens who came from Russia, and aiding just one of those families to make the
difficult adjustment required not only an extraordinary commitment of time and energy, but was
truly a great mitzvah as well. Walter also gave invaluable service to the Red Cross, offering
them much needed assistance, particularly in times of disaster — fire, flood, tornado. Whenever
people were in desperate straits or experienced tragic loss, he was there. That was his nature —
tenderhearted and quick to come to another’s aid.
WALTER SEGAL 1925-2011

As one might have expected, he served our congregation on the Family Concern
Committee, especially giving his support to anyone who had undergone coronary bypass surgery, as he had. His work
on that committee was significant and was another sign of his humanity — living Jewish principles rather than spouting
them. In all of his efforts Walter Segal remained the same modest person he was, never seeking any special recognition.
In everything he did, he followed his heart and radiated the kind of fundamental decency which is the essence of being a
“mentch!” Indeed he was a role model for all of us and a Pillar of our Temple.
Rabbi Chester B. Diamond

ARCHIVES
The Temple Archives continues to be productive despite the recent events that have affected all of us. We continue to
accept items from members and their families who want to contribute to our ongoing collection. We are currently unable
to offer access or tours to our collection. However, The Temple’s Zoom room is currently set up in our area. The
archives can be viewed in that form, and we are excited about this new technology advancement. The rabbis plan to use
this in the future for classes. I am available if you have questions about what we offer for our members or anyone else in
the community who would like to learn more about the archives. Thank you for your continued support.
Matt Weinberg, Archives Chair

GUCI - GOLDMAN UNION CAMP INSTITUTE
Reflections from a camper
There are many reasons why I love going to Camp GUCI in the summer. One reason I love going to camp is because I
get to see all of my best friends. They are always there for me and support me when I need it. A second reason I love
camp is because I get to celebrate my Jewish heritage during the summer that I’m not at Hebrew School. I am so
bummed that camp got cancelled this year, but I am also so grateful I could go the last few years and stay in touch with
my friends. Everyone at GUCI feels like my family and I can't wait to see them all next year.
Isabela Nibur
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TEMPLE

SEEK

BAR MITZVAH
BAT MITZVAH
BOOK CLUB
BROTHERHOOD

SISTERHOOD
CANTOR
CHALLAH
CONGREGATION

AND

F ND

KIDDUSH
LIFE CYCLE EVENTS
LIVESTREAMING
LOUISVILLE

THE TEMPLE
MAZEL TOV
TOT SHABBAT
RABBI
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
SHALOM

*And at least one secret word/phrase which will be revealed in the August Bulletin
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S N A P S H O T S
from around The Temple

HOUSEHOLD GOODS DRIVE AT THE TEMPLE

ADVENTURES IN ZOOMING

Share Your Photos With Us!
Have photos from a Temple event
you want to share? It doesn’t matter if it’s
from a smartphone or camera. Email us:
templenews@thetemplelouky.org
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ACTIV IT IES

INDEPENDENCE DAY SHABBAT, TAKE-HOME DINNER & TOT SHABBAT
Friday, July 3
Please join your Temple family as we celebrate Independence Day Shabbat.
Your take-home picnic-style dinner is:
Adults: $10 per meal if ordered by June 26; after June 26, it’s $15
Children 12 and under: $4 per meal
All dinner orders must be placed by Wednesday, July 1, at 12 noon. No exceptions. RSVP at thetemplelouky.org/
independence/.
Join Rabbi Rapport virtually for Tot Shabbat at 5:00 pm and then enjoy our patriotic service streamed at 7:00 pm also led
by Rabbi Rapport. Dinner pick-up instructions and zoom information will be shared with your RSVP.

PRACTICAL HEBREW & WINDOWS INTO ISRAELI SOCIETY
Every Tuesday starting July 7 on Zoom
The Temple and Temple Shalom are excited to partner with the World Zionist Organization (WZO) to offer weekly
Zoom classes on various topics on Israel’s society and spoken Hebrew classes.
Practical Hebrew | Every Tuesday starting July 7 at 5:00 pm | RSVP online at thetemplelouky.org/practical-hebrew
Get out of the Ulpan and explore Israel’s Society through its language. This will include a series of games and
activities, led by native Hebrew speakers.
Windows into Israeli Society | RSVP online at thetemplelouky.org/israeli-society
Jewish vs. Israeli | July 7 at 6:30 pm
Following a screening of the short film “Tateh” about a secular kibbutznik who becomes a Breslover Hasid, this
session will discuss the historic tensions between these identities and their merging in recent years.
Check Points | July 14 at 6:30 pm
Following the screening of the short film “ Barriers”, inspired by the situation in the West Bank’s checkpoints,
the session will discuss the different perspectives behind the conflict and the different suggested solutions.
Her Story in Song | July 21 at 6:30 pm
Explore Israel’s diversity through its groundbreaking female musicians – their personalities and arts.
My Heart is in the East | July 28 at 6:30 pm
Israel today is the center of Mizrahi and Sephardic Jews, due to their mass immigration from Muslim countries
during the 20th century. The session will emphasize the differences and similarities among these large Jewish
groups, exploring their history, customs and culture in their countries of origin and in Israel.

10 | THE TEMPLE BULLETIN

JULY 2020

WRJ/SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB
Friday, July 24 at 10:00 am on Zoom
We hope you can join The WRJ/Sisterhood Book Club on Zoom on Friday, July 24, at 10:00 am to
discuss The Girl with the Louding Voice by Abi Daré. Goodreads describes this book as “a powerful,
emotional debut novel told in the unforgettable voice of a young Nigerian woman who is trapped in a
life of servitude but determined to fight for her dreams and choose her own future.”
On Friday, August 28, at 10:00 am we’ll discuss another great book. Please watch for details.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For the Zoom login information, please contact Susan Waterman at
susan.waterman1@gmail.com.

BABY CORNER - MAZEL TOV

Please join us in wishing a hearty mazel tov to Jackie &
Kenton Glass on the arrival of their new arrival, Nolan
Parker Glass and to Becky and Derek King on the birth of
Anna Louie King.
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov once said, “The day you were born
is the day God decided that the world could not exist without
you.” Welcome to the newest members of our Temple family!
If you know of a new birth in The Temple family, please email
ashley@thetemplelouky.org.

STAY HEALTHY-AT-HOME ACTIVITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Play a game of Hide and Seek inside or outside or play a game of Follow the Leader.
Play Freeze Dance to your favorite music.
Watch sermons from our rabbis on Youtube at thetemplelouky.org/sermons
Create a Scavenger Hunt inside or outside. You can do an alphabet scavenger hunt and look for items that begin
with designated letters or the whole alphabet.
Go for a walk or bike ride in your neighborhood or in a local park.
Create a family tree with photos.
Go on virtual tours of museums, zoos, or National Parks.
Go to the Hulafrog website (hulafrog.com/louisville) for many good ideas and/or sign up for weekly Hulafrog
emails.
Have dinner outside with your family and/or with ten or fewer persons. It’s still a good idea to practice physical
distancing.
Go to the reformjudaism.org website for ideas such as Jewish activities, recipes, TV shows, or Jewish learning
videos.
Attend a Shabbat service via live streaming. Use thetemplelouky.org/streaming (on YouTube).
Attend Adult Education classes, guest lectures, or entertainment at our Temple via Zoom.
Contact benji@thetemplelouky.org at The Temple for Zoom meeting ID numbers.
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JOIN US FOR MORE VIRTUAL FUN!

at The Temple
We wish that we could gather in person, but until it’s safe for us to physically be together, we’re staying connected
through some entertaining and engaging programming brought to you from The Temple via Zoom. All programs will start
at 1:00 pm unless otherwise noted below. The link to join via Zoom is thetemplelouky.org/chavurat-zoom/.
Here’s what we’ve got coming up this month:
• July 2 - Our friend and favorite ukulele player, Jason Parroco, Hosparus’ Health Manager of Community
Outreach will be joining us.
• July 9 - Sarah Harlan and Jeff Springer will be making music together with Jeff on piano and Sarah on
vocals.
• July 16 & 23 - Nothing scheduled as of this writing, but watch the Temple’s weekly email for updates as we
connect with more folks who are able to share their talents via Zoom.
• July 30 - Lindsey McClave, food critic for the Courier-Journal, will join us and share her insider foodie
knowledge.
As always, if you need anything, please don’t hesitate to contact Sarah at 502-212-2038 or sarahharlan86@gmail.com.
Chavurat Shalom is a unique opportunity for Jewish senior adults to meet socially and share ideas. Chavurat Shalom is funded through the generosity of the Jewish
Heritage Fund for Excellence, The Temple, The Temple Brotherhood and Sisterhood, NCJW, the Jewish Federation of Louisville, and many other generous donors.

12 | THE TEMPLE BULLETIN

JULY 2020

13 | THE TEMPLE BULLETIN

JULY 2020

The Temple extends its condolences to the families of:
Phil Feitelson
Phil Levy
Sofia Zlatina
Larry Gross
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5101 US-42
LOUISVILLE, KY 40241

SAVE THE DATE

High Holy Days
The Temple is ready to celebrate....

ARE NEAR!

Join us virtually on Sept 18 & 19 for Rosh Hashanah
and Sept 28 & 29 for Yom Kippur

